Need to increase awareness among family doctors and medical specialists of rickettsioses as an import disease in non-endemic areas.
Europeans travelling to (sub)-tropical countries have an increased risk for infections with Rickettsia. As serious consequences are associated with delay in specific antibiotic therapy, unequivocal diagnosis of this condition is needed. We focus here on the benefits of early, and consequences of late laboratory diagnosis, and emphasise the need of an increased awareness of rickettsioses among family doctors, as well as medical specialists, in non-endemic areas when evaluating patients with travel associated fever.